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Perfect verbs can be written in the past perfect, present perfect 
or future perfect forms. The form of the verb 'to have' tells us 

which it is. Take a look.

For each underlined section below, decide whether it is written in the 
past perfect, present perfect or future perfect form.

Ben has visited his 
friends.

Ben and Sally have 
visited their friends.

Present perfect
Ben will have visited 

his friends.

Future perfect
Ben had visited his 

friends.

Past perfect

Even though Ben was running late, he had cleaned his room as his mother had 
asked. After leaving the house, he had run quickly so as to get to the cinema in 
time. "It will have finished if I don't hurry," he muttered to himself. "Still, I suppose 
I have at least watched the film before."
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Underline the verb form that is in the present perfect in the 
two passages below.

Ben loves basketball and has longed to have his very own net to practice on in 
his garden. He was hoping to get one for Christmas, and was overjoyed when he 
unwrapped not just a net, but a complete basketball set.

Sally and Ben couldn't believe their eyes; even though they have never written a 
letter to their grandfather, he still gives them such generous gifts for Christmas.


