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Modal verbs tell us how likely or how necessary something is. 

For each sentence below, circle the modal verb then tick to say 
whether it is possible (it might happen) or certain (it will happen).

Sentence

Different modal verbs can change the meaning of a sentence 
very slightly. Read each sentence below and decide how likely it 

is to happen. Draw a line linking the sentence to the scale, 
showing this likelihood.

It should be warm and sunny 
tomorrow.

Ben can run faster than 
anyone else.

Sally might play football this 
weekend.

Paul will be the first to go out 
to play.

Modal verb 
indicates certainty

Modal verb 
indicates possibility

Impossible
There's no way it 

can happen.

Certain
It's guaranteed.

Ben might win 
the race.

Sally could win 
the race.

Paul should win 
the race.

Beth will win the 
race.
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Now write your own 
impossible and certain 

sentences, using the 
appropriate modal verb.
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