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To identify active sentences we need to understand these terms:
• verb - the state or action taking place
• agent - the person or thing that is doing the verb
• subject - the person or thing the sentence is about. The subject 

comes before the verb

Find these word classes in each sentence below.
If the subject is also the agent, the sentence is active.

The children were 
soaked by the rain.

Sally threw the ball.

...................... ......................
The heatwave 

stopped sports day. 

......................

......................

......................

......................

......................

......................

Hint: Does it tell us 
who did the verb?

...................... ............................................

The faulty radio was 
returned to the 

shop.

The laundry was 
hung on the line by 

Ben. ...................... ............................................

......................
Foxes live in dens 

underground. ...................... ......................

......................

Tomorrow, the 
school will be visited 

by the Queen. ............................................

......................

Active?
(Tick)SubjectAgentVerb

threw Sally Sally


